


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

CIVIC ACTION AT CONCORDIA COLLEGE 

Since 2004, the theme of our core curriculum, becoming responsibly engaged in the world (BREW), has 

ensured that a Concordia education imparts upon students the importance of meaningful engagement 

with local and global communities. This engagement takes the form of service-learning, community-based 

research and internships, volunteering (individually and with student organizations, athletic teams, music 

ensembles, and the like), and leadership in social justice efforts on campus and beyond. During these 

community-based projects our students communicate with and work alongside people, groups and 

organizations within our community to meet social and community needs. Because of these efforts, 

students experience enhanced learning and development, are better prepared for careers and professional 

experiences, and are well equipped to be future leaders in their personal, professional, and civic lives. 

Working collaboratively with partners in our local and global community, we ensure benefits are realized 

for both our students and the communities they serve. 

As Concordia concludes its strategic plan Whole Self, Whole Life, Whole World, a number of key strategic 

initiatives have coalesced to affirm and deepen our commitment to community and civic engagement: 

• A diversity initiative guided by the following declaration: "As an American liberal arts college

founded by immigrants, as a college of the church, Concordia will seek out, include, and honor a

greater diversity of peoples and ideas, knowing that such action will change campus culture, ways

of learning, and responsible engagement in the world."

• An ongoing and deeply enriching integrative learning environment that transcends the traditional

course/credit unit and supports enhanced experiential learning. Students will venture beyond the

classroom, work alongside persons or groups wrestling with complex situations, problems and

challenges and construct responses to these situations, problems and challenges. PEAKs, pivotal

experiences in applied knowledge, engage students meaningfully with complex problems on campus 
and in local, national and international communities.

• Integration of global learning from students' first year forward, including sustained engagement

with the local global on campus and in the Fargo-Moorhead community, so that students

understand and embrace the call to national and global citizenship.

• A career initiative that is integrated through student's four years at the college and beyond,

prepares students for reflection on career and vocation, ensures students connect their liberal arts

education to career preparation, and provides opportunities for our students to engage with our

alumni.

• Strategic commitment to lead students into lifelong reflection on their identity, purpose, and

engagement in the world and to model for students in the work of faculty and staff a vision and

practice that puts the examined life at the center of their collegiate experience.
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