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Sticky Family  is a story that emerged from a series of creative work-
shops that took place at Swarthmore College in Fall 2018 and were 
co-facilitated by me and Yaroub Al-Obaidi. A group of 20 partici-
pants—Swarthmore faculty and staff; students in a related Peace and 
Conflict Studies course taught by Katie Price and Peggy Seiden; and 
collaborators on the Friends, Peace, and Sanctuary (FPS) project—
told personal stories, created dynamic characters and stitched 
together a small mythos that resulted in the Sticky Family narrative.

Working on Sticky Family with FPS  has been one of the best projects 
I have ever been a part of. I’ve spent months reflecting on our work-
shops and experiences together and feel so fortunate that folks trusted 
Yaroub and me to guide them through some pretty funny exercises 
to talk about real, honest, and difficult topics. So much of this trust is 
due to the relationship FPS built with its collaborators—members of 
the Philadelphia community who resettled from Syria or Iraq— over 2 
years. 

Thanks to the FPS staff for your support on this project and trusting 
me to co-craft workshops, the comic’s script, and layout for this book. 
Thanks to Yaroub Al-Obaidi for bringing the concept of the “sticky 
family” to the table and your excitement to co-draft and facilitate our 
workshops. Thanks to Eric Battle for brilliantly illustrating this story and 
bringing these characters to life. And a huuuge thanks to our incred-
ible participants, who are the foundation of this project and who’ve 
strengthened my resolve in the power of creative storytelling.

josh graupera

Sticky Family was made possible by a generous grant from the Andrew 
W. Mellon Foundation. Major support for Friends, Peace, and Sanctu-
ary has been provided by The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage, with 
ad-ditional support from the Cooper Foundation, the Mellon 
Foundation, Swarthmore College Libraries, and the Lang Center for 
Civic and Social Responsibility. 
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You think people
are coming 

tonight?

i have a 
good feeling

we’ll --

did you 
hear that?

... hear what?

The Alhaw'a Family

yeah, I did.
 I was just kidding. 
Want to go check 

it out?



You know you can 
turn on your lights, 

right?

no way! who knows 
what’s down there!

oh, thank goodness! it’s 
just mashinka and hind!

hey Y’all, what’s going on?!
there’s something 

in the basement.

Wanna come?

I really Hope 
this isn’t a bad idea.

probably 
a bad idea...

crash!! boom!!!boom!!!

Bang!

knock
knock



Hey! show 
yourself,

now!!

What the--

Ahhhhh!

Ah! Who are you?!

I was assembled 
a long time ago

 by the child of the 
family that 

lived here before 
yours.

I’ve listened to the 
wonderful lives, 

stories and sounds 
of your family 

and longed to be 
a part of it. 

that’s why I’ve 
been making 

noises--hoping
 you could 

help me. of course, 
we’ll help you.

*rusted foot

uhhhh, Hi! 
I know I’m a talking 

balloon but I 
can Explain 
everything!



The Alzamakan Family

wow! i just 
finished his newest 
book. i’m gonna go 

check it out!

mom, did you see long shirt 
is speaking in the library 

this morning?

... And That’s the last 
time I saw gilgamesh.

pretty wild, right?

wow, 
you don’t 

read that in 
the history 

books.

What’s happening?!

wha--
the light!

ugh!

I can’t see!



forgive me for my 
intrusion but I’ve 

come with a warning.

a powerful 
being is making 

its way here!

what kind
of

being?!

why are 
they 

coming 
here?!

!

all i know is 
that my radar’s picked 

up a strong energy
 making it’s way to these

 coordinates at 
light speed.

i felt it was 
my duty to 
interrupt 
our hasty 

visitor.

Helloooooo!!



hello, 
my name is eli. 
I’ve come from 
a distant world
on a Desparate 

mission.

i must find julie 
the performer!!



The Alhadiqa Family

what 
the...

Follow her!

heeeeeeyyy!!

wait a minute!
who are you and 

What was that 
thing?

My name is mustafa.
I am a reporter with 

‘the philly beat.’

I’ve been 
investigating 

sightings of a 
‘flying woman.’

THUNCK!!



who is that?

is 
she 

floating
?!

excuse me, miss!
what did you just do?!

i
brought them 

to see my 
neighbor Julie’s 

performance. 
Would you 

like to 
come?

pardon the 
commotion.

I was teleporting 
my family 
from their 

home in syria.



outside the Lang Center 
for Performing Arts, 
Swarthmore College

hi Supermimi, so 
glad you and your 
family could come!

of course! I
Can’t wait to see

your show!

I hope you 
don’t mind I 

brought a few 
friends.

you’re julie?!

y-yes? 
and you are?

I’m...your...
great-grandson! 
from the future!
I came here to
find you and 

see your 
perfomance!

 
this piece is 
legendary

and is seen as 
the nexus of 

art in 
the 21st 
century!

wha--...who...
uhhh....

let s put 
on a 

show!!!

 let s put 
 on a 

 show!!!

  ,



The End.
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